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In 2018 the IPCC report laid out that we had 12 years to radically change course and drastically 
cut our carbon and methane emissions.  We have now spent 4 going on 5 years of relative 
inaction.  Our current targets according to the Paris Agreement of staying under 1.5 degrees 
above pre-industrial levels is cutting methane by 33% by 2030 (ONLY SEVEN YEARS AWAY) and 
cutting it by 45% by 2040.  Cutting methane is most accessible lever we have in GHG reduction 
action.  In other words, implementing a bill like this is just a first step in a path scientific data 
has shown we absolutely must take.   
 
However, we face certain challenges that need to be addressed for a successful implementation 
of complete decarbonization of our communities. 
 
We are all aware of the inequities the fossil fuel industries cause and exploit.  If you aren’t 
aware, here are some insights: 
 

U.S. offshore Gulf drilling for the oil industry has subsided in recent years, due to increasing 
costs of drilling in deeper water.  Instead, they have set their sights on less-tapped oil fields in 
Suriname and Guyana’s stabroek block- exploiting less-developed countries where drilling is 
cheaper and more abundant.  The consortium opening up these drilling opportunities is 
comprised of Exxon, Hess and China’s CNOOC.  Just to illustrate the exploitation of Guyana: The 
consortium is fronting the costs for the drilling wells, but in return they will recover 75% when 
revenues start rolling in. On top of that, Exxon will receive an additional 12.5% in revenues. 
Guyana will then collect 12.5% — plus a 2% royalty on any revenues thereafter. 

Last year, Guyana earned over $1B  from its portion of this profit-sharing with this consortium, 
but that’s way below industry norms.1 

 
It has been such a lopsided deal for Guyana, in fact, that the International Monetary Fund has 
urged their government to demand better deals, because they’re being taken advantage of by 
the oil industry. 
 
The fracking industry is doing the same thing.  Fracking in areas like the Marcellus Shale region 
tend to happen in poor rural communities whose residents have to endure the brunt of the 

 
1 AP News- Guyana: 1.3 billion barrels in ExxonMobil offshore oil field- BERT WILKINSON January 10, 2023 



pollution. According to a study conducted by the Southwest Pennsylvania Environmental Health 
Project, current fracking setbacks are woefully inadequate. To illustrate: some PA wells are 
operating as close as 300 feet away from occupied buildings, yet the study found that a 
minimum of 1,320 feet is necessary to protect against illnesses associated with fracking 
proximity: asthma, migraines, fatigue and childhood cancers. 2 
 
In 2018, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled that oil & gas companies can be charged with 
trespassing if they extract resources from underneath a property for which they don’t have a 
lease as they operate an adjacent fracking well- a reasonable ruling given the known  
destruction fracking can cause to the underground rock layers. The industry is trying to get that 
ruling overturned.  By continuing to rely on fossil fuels we are enabling and funding continued 
injustice.  It’s time to turn the corner, embrace the clean jobs that the Inflation Reduction Act is 
bringing to the communities across the country, and stop the disparity of pollution in our 
poorer communities.3 
 
As for Maryland’s clean energy goals: the deployment of renewable resources within the state 
is behind. According to Maryland Code, Public Utilities 7-703, the statutory requirement for 
Maryland’s renewable energy portfolio in 2023 is 35.4% Tier 1 renewable resources with at 
least 9.5% derived from solar and an amount set by the Public Service Commission from 
offshore wind energy.4 
 
But according to an analysis by the Energy Information Administration, in 2021, Maryland 
produced about 12% of its total electricity from renewables. Of this, 4.8% was solar energy, 
with almost 3% coming from roof-top solar and the remaining 1.8% coming from utility scale 
solar.  Wind accounted for 1.2% of the total 12%.5 
 
In other words, excluding roof-top solar, the state’s accountable solar production is far less 
than its statutory 9.5% requirement. 
 
It is inevitable, we are headed toward a renewable infrastructure. The question is how will we 
get there. Will we get there by creating incentives for extractive practices that do harm to 
vulnerable communities or will we encourage responsible practices that don’t leave the 
developing world ravaged, much like the actions of the fossil fuel industry. 
 
While we are encouraged by this bill, we are also calling on the county to identify how it will 
meet the load demand after the transition. Given the constraints of deployment, the current 

 
2 2 Fracking in Pennsylvania is too close to residents for safety: Study- Kristina Marusic 
August 23, 2018 Environmental Health News 
3 2 Fracking in Pennsylvania is too close to residents for safety: Study- Kristina Marusic 
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4 FindLaw.com - Maryland Code, Public Utilities § 7-703 - last updated December 31, 2021 | 
https://codes.findlaw.com/md/public-utilities/md-code-public-util-sect-7-703/ 
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track is only making way for more natural gas without a solid plan for clean sourcing feeding the 
electrification. 
 
So a couple of questions: 

1. Does the Department of Licensing & Inspections have the capacity and capability to 
produce this report? 

2. As Doug from CCAN suggested, can we implement an electrification task force to ensure  
3. Where does the County Executive stand on this issue? Is he fully supporting a 

comprehensive plan to electrify? If so, what is that plan? 
 
We would like to see CB5-2023 pass as a *significantly stronger* and more 
comprehensive piece of legislation.   

 
Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


